
Add righteousness from Ryrie. 
 
 
Invisibility 
 
God is Spirit, not made of matter.  No parts or dimensions – a 
superior, more excellent way of being.  He’s everywhere without size 
or material presence (allowing Him to be everywhere). 
 
His total essence will never be seen by us (in this flesh), yet He 
shows Himself through visible created things. 
 
John 1:18.  John 6:46. 1Tim 1:17.  1Tim 6:16 
 
Now, these NT authors are aware of the OT encounters with God, yet 
they argue that God is essentially unseen.  God spoke to Moses face 
to face like a friend, yet he asked to see God’s glory, which God 
refused. 
 
Compare Exodus 33:11 / 33:20.  So “face to face” mean “being in 
God’s immediate presence” without being able to actually see Him. 
 
Jacob said he saw the face of God (penial) after wrestling with the 
angel.  But, what he saw was a messenger or perhaps a 
Christophany, but not the glory of God. 
Just as God represented Himself in the pillar of cloud and fire, He 
showed Himself present without letting people see Him. 
 
Just as Jesus said, “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father.”  So, 
Jesus is the very embodiment of God’s character and nature in the 
human body of Christ. 
 
Jesus is the image of God the firstborn of all creation (look it up) 
 
But, in the end, we will be in His presence and be able to look on Him 
in spirit and in truth, when He is present with us in the New 
Jerusalem.  (Rev. 22 – they will see His face and His name will be on 
their foreheads.) 
 
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” 



 
God’s invisibility to the human eye is one of the reasons that sinful 
men deny his reality.  That’s why it’s necessary to understand His 
infinite and eternal, omnipresent nature.  Though we don’t see Him, 
His Spirit is with us and in us, proving His presence despite our not 
seeing Him. 
 
 
Knowledge 
 
God alone fully knows Himself and all things actual, possible and 
impossible in one eternal act of knowing. 
 
Job 37:16, 1John 3:20,  
 
These things God has revealed to us through the Sprit, for the spirit 
searches all things – 
 
1Cor. 2: 6-13 --  Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a 
wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are 
passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom 
which God predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none 
of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory;  but just as it is 
written,  “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT 
HEARD,  AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, 
ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” 
10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all 
things, even the depths of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a 
man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of 
God no one knows except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the 
things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words 
taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining 
spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 
 
No one knows the thoughts of God but the Spirit of God 
 
Hebrews	
  4:13	
  –	
  And	
  no	
  creature	
  is	
  hidden	
  from	
  his	
  sight,	
  but	
  all	
  are	
  
naked	
  and	
  exposed	
  to	
  the	
  eyes	
  of	
  him	
  to	
  whom	
  we	
  must	
  give	
  account.	
  



	
  
Matthew	
  6:7-­‐8	
  -­‐-­‐	
  “And	
  when	
  you	
  pray,	
  do	
  not	
  heap	
  up	
  empty	
  phrases	
  as	
  
the	
  Gentiles	
  do,	
  for	
  they	
  think	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  be	
  heard	
  for	
  their	
  many	
  
words.	
  8	
  Do	
  not	
  be	
  like	
  them,	
  for	
  your	
  Father	
  knows	
  what	
  you	
  need	
  
before	
  you	
  ask	
  him	
  
	
  
Luke	
  12:1-­‐7	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Under	
  these	
  circumstances,	
  after	
  so	
  many	
  thousands	
  of	
  
people	
  had	
  gathered	
  together	
  that	
  they	
  were	
  stepping	
  on	
  one	
  another,	
  
He	
  began	
  saying	
  to	
  His	
  disciples	
  first	
  of	
  all,	
  “Beware	
  of	
  the	
  leaven	
  of	
  the	
  
Pharisees,	
  which	
  is	
  hypocrisy.	
  	
  But	
  there	
  is	
  nothing	
  covered	
  up	
  that	
  will	
  
not	
  be	
  revealed,	
  and	
  hidden	
  that	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  known.	
  	
  Accordingly,	
  
whatever	
  you	
  have	
  said	
  in	
  the	
  dark	
  will	
  be	
  heard	
  in	
  the	
  light,	
  and	
  what	
  
you	
  have	
  whispered	
  in	
  the	
  inner	
  rooms	
  will	
  be	
  proclaimed	
  upon	
  the	
  
housetops.	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  4	
  I	
  say	
  to	
  you,	
  My	
  friends,	
  do	
  not	
  be	
  afraid	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  kill	
  the	
  body	
  
and	
  after	
  that	
  have	
  no	
  more	
  that	
  they	
  can	
  do.	
  But	
  I	
  will	
  warn	
  you	
  whom	
  
to	
  fear:	
  fear	
  the	
  One	
  who,	
  after	
  He	
  has	
  killed,	
  has	
  authority	
  to	
  cast	
  into	
  
hell;	
  yes,	
  I	
  tell	
  you,	
  fear	
  Him!	
  	
  Are	
  not	
  five	
  sparrows	
  sold	
  for	
  two	
  cents?	
  
Yet	
  not	
  one	
  of	
  them	
  is	
  forgotten	
  before	
  God.	
  Indeed,	
  the	
  very	
  hairs	
  of	
  
your	
  head	
  are	
  all	
  numbered.	
  Do	
  not	
  fear;	
  you	
  are	
  more	
  valuable	
  than	
  
many	
  sparrows.”	
  
	
  
He knows all things because He has decreed all things.  This is 
intimately connected to His sovereignty and authority. 
 
 (Psalm 139) 
 
Isaiah 46:9-10 says, “"Remember	
  the	
  former	
  things	
  long	
  past,	
  For	
  I	
  am	
  God,	
  and	
  
there	
  is	
  no	
  other;	
  I	
  am	
  God,	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  one	
  like	
  Me,	
  Declaring	
  the	
  end	
  from	
  the	
  
beginning,	
  And	
  from	
  ancient	
  times	
  things	
  which	
  have	
  not	
  been	
  done,	
  Saying,	
  ‘My	
  
purpose	
  will	
  be	
  established,	
  and	
  I	
  will	
  accomplish	
  all	
  My	
  good	
  pleasure’; 
 
There are over 2000 verses in the Bible where God says what’s going 
to happen prior to it occurring.  
 
He knows the atoms and molecules as well as the entire reaches of 
the universe, in detail.  He knows it all presently, its entire past, and 
what is going to happen with certainty.  And He knows it all-at-once.  
He doesn’t have to reason or apply research, He simply and 



completely knows.  All things are always present in His 
consciousness. 
 
My thoughts are higher than your thoughts. 
____________________ 
 
Wayne Grudem points out that God’s knowledge is so extensive that 
He also knows the variable.  He knows what could have happened 
had the circumstances been different.  For instance:  
 
1Samuel 23:9-13 -- 9Now David knew that Saul was plotting evil against 
him; so he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.” 10Then David 
said, “O LORD God of Israel, Your servant has heard for certain that Saul is 
seeking to come to Keilah to destroy the city on my account. 11“Will the 
men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down just as 
Your servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant.” 
And the LORD said, “He will come down.” 12Then David said, “Will the 
men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?” And the 
LORD said, “They will surrender you.” 13Then David and his men, about 
six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah, and they went wherever they 
could go. When it was told Saul that David had escaped from Keilah, he 
gave up the pursuit. 
 
Matthew 11:21 - "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
 
 Romans 11:33-36 --  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable 
His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR 
WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO 
HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? For from Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
This also means that He knew exactly what you were going to be like 
and chose you for His own purposes. 
 
 



Pink: 

God is omniscient. He knows everything: everything possible, everything 
actual; all events, all creatures, God knows the past, the present and the 
future. He is perfectly acquainted with every detail in the life of every being 
in heaven, in earth and in hell. "He knoweth what is in the darkness" (Dan. 
2:22). Nothing escapes His notice, nothing can be hidden from Him, nothing 
is forgotten by Him. Well may we say with the Psalmist, "Such knowledge 
is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it" (Ps. 139:6). His 
knowledge is perfect. He never errs, never changes, never overlooks 
anything. "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight: but 
all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to 
do" (Heb. 4:13). Yes, such is the God with whom "we have to do!" 

….. 

How solemn is this fact: nothing can be concealed from God! "For I know 
the things that come into your mind, every one of them" (Ezek. 11:5). 
Though He be invisible to us, we are not so to Him. Neither the darkness of 
night, the closest curtains, nor the deepest dungeon can hide any sinner from 
the eyes of Omniscience.  

…. 

Men would strip Deity of His omniscience if they could—what a proof that 
"the carnal mind is enmity against God" (Rom. 8:7)! The wicked do as 
naturally hate this Divine perfection as much as they are naturally compelled 
to acknowledge it. They wish there might be no Witness of their sins, no 
Searcher of their hearts, no Judge of their deeds. They seek to banish such a 
God from their thoughts: "They consider not in their hearts that I remember 
all their wickedness" (Hosea 7:2). How solemn is Psalm 90:8! Good reason 
has every Christ-rejecter for trembling before it: Thou hast set our iniquities 
before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance. 

But to the believer, the fact of God’s omniscience is a truth fraught with 
much comfort. In times of perplexity he says with Job, "But He knoweth the 
way that I take." (23:10). It may be profoundly mysterious to me, quite 
incomprehensible to my friends, but "He knoweth!" In times of weariness 
and weakness believers assure themselves "He knoweth our frame; He 
remembereth that we are dust" (Ps. 103:14). In times of doubt and suspicion 



they appeal to this very attribute saying, "Search me, 0 God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (Ps. 139:23,24). In time of sad 
failure, when our actions have belied our hearts, when our deeds have 
repudiated our devotion, and the searching question comes to us, "Lovest 
thou Me?;" we say, as Peter did, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou 
knowest that I love Thee" (John 21:17). 

…. 

"Great is our Lord, and of great power: His understanding is infinite" (Ps. 
147:5).  

Nothing relating to the future is in anywise uncertain so far as the 
actualization of God’s counsels are concerned. None of His decrees are left 
contingent either on creatures or secondary causes. There is no future event 
which is only a mere possibility, that is, something which may or may not 
come to pass, "Known unto God are all His works from the beginning" (Acts 
15:18). Whatever God has decreed is inexorably certain, for He is without 
variableness, or shadow, of turning. (James 1:17). Therefore we are told at 
the very beginning of that book which unveils to us so much of the future, of 
"Things which must shortly come to pass." (Rev. 1:1). 

…. 

It should, however, be pointed out that neither God’s knowledge nor His 
cognition of the future, considered simply in themselves, are causative. 
Nothing has ever come to pass, or ever will, merely because God knew it. 
The cause of all things is the will of God.  

So God’s knowledge does not arise from things because they are or will be 
but because He has ordained them to be. God knew and foretold the 
crucifixion of His Son many hundreds of years before He became incarnate, 
and this, because in the Divine purpose, He was a Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world: hence we read of His being "delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" (Acts 2:23). 

A word or two by way of application. The infinite knowledge of God should 
fill us with amazement. How far exalted above the wisest man is the Lord! 
None of us knows what a day may bring forth, but all futurity is open to His 
omniscient gaze. The infinite knowledge of God ought to fill us with holy 



awe. Nothing we do, say, or even think, escapes the cognizance of Him with 
whom we have to do: "The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good" (Prov. 15:3). What a curb this would be unto us, did 
we but meditate upon it more frequently! Instead of acting recklessly, we 
should say with Hagar, "Thou God seest me" (Gen. 16:13). The 
apprehension of God’s infinite knowledge should fill the Christian with 
adoration. The whole of my life stood open to His view from the beginning. 
He foresaw my every fall, my every sin, my every backsliding; yet, 
nevertheless, fixed His heart upon me. Oh, how the realization of this should 
bow me in wonder and worship before Him!  

 

	
  


