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Mercy and Grace 
 
As God created all things, He saw that it was good.  God’s creation is 
good because He is good.  So, we are able to enjoy the creation and 
we see aspects of God’s creative goodness when we see humans 
create and share good things – a reflection of the good God. 
 
So, we delight in Him, which is a form of joy, because He is good. 
 
1Peter 1:8 - and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and 
though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly 
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 
 
And we should imitate Him.   
 
Galatians 6:9-10 - And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due 
season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who 
are of the household of faith. 
 
In other words – be good because God is good. 
 
The knowledge of God’s goodness helps us deal with the difficult 
stuff. 
 
Grace and Mercy   
 
Grace is God giving you what you cannot deserve, whereas mercy is 
God not giving you what you do deserve. 
 
Grace and mercy are specific aspects of God’s goodness. 
 
Exodus 34:6 - (speaking to Moses) “Then the LORD passed by in 
front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth;” 
 
Psalm 103 
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God’s grace is seen primarily in God’s forgiveness for sins and 
justification by grace.  
 
Romans 3:23-24 –  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus; 
 
God’s grace stands in direct contradistinction to human effort: 
 
Romans 11: 5-6 -- In the same way then, there has also come to be 
at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. 
But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 
grace is no longer grace. 
 
Grace is entirely God’s choice to dispense.  People think that God 
has to naturally love everyone.  But grace, by definition, cannot be 
deserved. 
 
Mercy 
 
God’s goodness toward those in misery or distress, according to 
Matthew 9:27 – “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” 
 
1 Chronicles 21:13  -- And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: 
let me fall now into the hand of the LORD; for very great are his 
mercies: but let me not fall into the hand of man.  
       mk 
Ex. 33:19 (also in Romans 9)  -  And He said, "I Myself will make all 
My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the 
LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion." 
 
Rom. 9:18. "So then He hath mercy on whom He will and whom He 
will He hardeneth." 
 
Eph. 2:4, 5. "But God, being rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ."  
 
Grace and faith are inter-related.  Faith is trusting God, not ourselves.   
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Romans 4:16 - For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in 
accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all 
the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to 
those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 – By grace are you saved, through faith, and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should 
boast. 
 
By definition, our whole life is a matter of grace. 
 
Patience 
 
Withholding punishment when it’s due and enjoying His working out 
of all things over time.  (like making the world in six days, or waiting 
millennia for the “fullness of time” to send His son after promising it to 
Eve.  And, Christ’s return is waiting.  So, God takes His time.  He is 
patient.) 
 
Numb 14:18 
 “slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” 
 
2Peter 3:14-15 -- Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things 
(new heaven and new earth), be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 
spotless and blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the 
wisdom given him, wrote to you, 
 
Read Colossians 1:9-12 – “steadfastness and patience” is 
“longsuffering and patience.”  
 
Romans 2:4 - Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant 
to lead you to repentance? 
 
God’s patience is not avoidance.  He will finally and fully judge rightly 
and fully. 
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2Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but 
for all to come to repentance. 
 
King James Bible 
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
 
Longsuffering or forbearance  
 
Num. 14:18. "Jehovah is slow to anger, and abundant in 
lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression." 
 
Rom. 2:4. "Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and 
forbearance and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance?"  
 
Neh. 9:17b. "But Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness." 
 
Romans 9:22 - What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to 
make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared 
for destruction? 
 
We are told to reflect that characteristic and also endure hardship and 
be patient with one another, demonstrating longsuffering. 
 
1Tim. 1:16 -- Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an 
example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 
 
2Tim. 3:10-12 -- Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, 
faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, 
such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what 
persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me!  
Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
 
2Tim 4:2-5 --  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His 
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appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and 
instruction. For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will 
turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. But 
you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
 
Col. 1:9-12 -- For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we 
have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so 
that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all 
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His 
glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; 
joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in 
the inheritance of the saints in Light. 
 
Col. 3:12-17 -- So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 
beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, 
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave 
you, so also should you. Beyond all these things put on love, which is 
the perfect bond of unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the 
word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever you do in 
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through Him to God the Father. 
 
2Cor. 6:1-10 -- And working together with Him, we also urge you not 
to receive the grace of God in vain—for He says,  “AT THE 
ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF 
SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE 
TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION”— giving no cause 
for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be discredited, but 
in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much 
endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in 
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imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, in 
purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in 
genuine love, in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the 
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, by glory and 
dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as deceivers and 
yet true; as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; as 
punished yet not put to death, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as 
poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all 
things. 
  
 
Eph. 4:1-3 -- Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk 
in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for 
one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 
 
1Thes. 5:11-21 -- But we request of you, brethren, that you 
appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge 
over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and that you esteem 
them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one 
another. We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. See that no 
one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which 
is good for one another and for all people. Rejoice always; pray 
without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit; do not despise 
prophetic utterances. But examine everything carefully; hold fast to 
that which is good; abstain from every form of evil. 
	  


