
Hamartiology	  –	  Part	  3	  
	  
1John	  2:	  15-‐17	  -‐-‐	  Do	  not	  love	  the	  world	  nor	  the	  things	  in	  the	  world.	  If	  
anyone	  loves	  the	  world,	  the	  love	  of	  the	  Father	  is	  not	  in	  him.	  For	  all	  that	  
is	  in	  the	  world,	  the	  lust	  of	  the	  flesh	  and	  the	  lust	  of	  the	  eyes	  and	  the	  
boastful	  pride	  of	  life,	  is	  not	  from	  the	  Father,	  but	  is	  from	  the	  world.	  The	  
world	  is	  passing	  away,	  and	  also	  its	  lusts;	  but	  the	  one	  who	  does	  the	  will	  
of	  God	  lives	  forever.	  
	  
Genesis	  3:6	  -‐	  When	  the	  woman	  saw	  that	  the	  tree	  was	  good	  for	  food,	  and	  
that	  it	  was	  a	  delight	  to	  the	  eyes,	  and	  that	  the	  tree	  was	  desirable	  to	  make	  
one	  wise,	  she	  took	  from	  its	  fruit	  and	  ate;	  and	  she	  gave	  also	  to	  her	  
husband	  with	  her,	  and	  he	  ate.	  
	  
The Temptation of Jesus – Luke 4:1-13 
 
     Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 
around by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the 
devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He 
became hungry.  And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell 
this stone to become bread.” (desire of the flesh) And Jesus answered him, 
“It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE.’” 

      And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time. And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain 
and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I 
wish. “Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours.” (lust of 
the eyes) Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE 
LORD YOUR GOD AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’” 

     And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the 
temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down 
from here; for it is written, ‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS 
CONCERNING YOU TO GUARD YOU,’  and, ‘ON their HANDS THEY 
WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR 
FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” (Pride of life) And Jesus answered and said 
to him, “It is said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO 
THE TEST.’” When the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him 
until an opportune time. 



Lust of the flesh – 

ejpiqumi÷a epithymia; a longing (especially for what is forbidden): 
— concupiscence, desire, lust (after). 

Romans 7:18  
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to 
will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 

Galatians 5: 17, 19-21  
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and 
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would …  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; 
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, 
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

Lust of the eyes - 

This is connected to the 10th commandment – Thou shalt not covet 
your neighbor’s stuff.  Most of what we desire are things we’ve seen.  
Had we not seen them, we would not know about them or desire 
them.   
 
Our society is replete with eye candy, shiny objects, glamor and 
gaudiness. Materialism is the mark of this age and we are bombarded 
in the media with images of beautiful, wealthy people.  It causes us to 
be dissatisfied with our lot in life.  Most advertising is basically 
screaming, “Here! Covet this!”   
 
Matthew 6:22-23 (also in Luke 11:24)  - 	  “The	  eye	  is	  the	  lamp	  of	  the	  body;	  
so	  then	  if	  your	  eye	  is	  clear,	  your	  whole	  body	  will	  be	  full	  of	  light.	  	  But	  if	  
your	  eye	  is	  bad,	  your	  whole	  body	  will	  be	  full	  of	  darkness.	  If	  then	  the	  
light	  that	  is	  in	  you	  is	  darkness,	  how	  great	  is	  the	  darkness!	  
 
Pride of life –  
 
Pride is perhaps the most pernicious of human sins because, at its 
root, it assumes that we are capable.  And worse, we’re proud of our 



capability.  It makes us independent of God and rebellious against 
His assessment of our sinful, incapable state.  It is one of the most 
oft-mentioned sins throughout the Bible.  “Pride of life” is essentially 
the notion that we are worthwhile and the universe owes us 
something simply by virtue of the fact that we exist.  We exult in our 
own fleshly being and we are willing to do anything necessary to 
extend and preserve our own lives – which is diametrically opposite 
of the Christian concept of self-sacrifice, putting others first, 
esteeming others than better than ourselves, or laying down our lives 
for our friends. 
 
A quick sampling –  
 
Proverbs	  8:13	  -‐	  The	  fear	  of	  the	  Lord	  is	  hatred	  of	  evil.	  Pride	  and	  
arrogance	  and	  the	  way	  of	  evil	  and	  perverted	  speech	  I	  hate.	  	  
 
Proverbs	  11:2	  -‐	  When	  pride	  comes,	  then	  comes	  disgrace,	  but	  with	  the	  
humble	  is	  wisdom.	  	  
	  
Proverbs	  11:12	  -‐	  Whoever	  belittles	  his	  neighbor	  lacks	  sense,	  but	  a	  man	  
of	  understanding	  remains	  silent.	  
	  
Proverbs	  16:5	  -‐	  Everyone	  who	  is	  arrogant	  in	  heart	  is	  an	  abomination	  to	  
the	  Lord;	  be	  assured,	  he	  will	  not	  go	  unpunished.	  	  
	  
Proverbs	  16:18	  -‐	  Pride	  goes	  before	  destruction,	  and	  a	  haughty	  spirit	  
before	  a	  fall.	  	  
	  
Proverbs	  26:12	  -‐	  Do	  you	  see	  a	  man	  who	  is	  wise	  in	  his	  own	  eyes?	  There	  is	  
more	  hope	  for	  a	  fool	  than	  for	  him.	  	  
	  
Proverbs	  27:2	  -‐	  Let	  another	  praise	  you,	  and	  not	  your	  own	  mouth;	  a	  
stranger,	  and	  not	  your	  own	  lips.	  
	  
Proverbs	  29:23	  -‐	  	  One's	  pride	  will	  bring	  him	  low,	  but	  he	  who	  is	  lowly	  in	  
spirit	  will	  obtain	  honor.	  
	  	  



Jeremiah	  9:23	  -‐	  Thus	  says	  the	  Lord:	  “Let	  not	  the	  wise	  man	  boast	  in	  his	  
wisdom,	  let	  not	  the	  mighty	  man	  boast	  in	  his	  might,	  let	  not	  the	  rich	  man	  
boast	  in	  his	  riches,	  	  
	  
Romans	  12:2	  -‐	  Do	  not	  be	  conformed	  to	  this	  world,	  but	  be	  transformed	  
by	  the	  renewal	  of	  your	  mind,	  that	  by	  testing	  you	  may	  discern	  what	  is	  the	  
will	  of	  God,	  what	  is	  good	  and	  acceptable	  and	  perfect.	  	  
	  
Romans	  12:16	  -‐	  Live	  in	  harmony	  with	  one	  another.	  Do	  not	  be	  haughty,	  
but	  associate	  with	  the	  lowly.	  Never	  be	  wise	  in	  your	  own	  sight.	  	  
	  
Galatians	  6:3	  -‐	  For	  if	  anyone	  thinks	  he	  is	  something,	  when	  he	  is	  nothing,	  
he	  deceives	  himself.	  
	  
James	  4:6	  -‐	  But	  he	  gives	  more	  grace.	  Therefore	  it	  says,	  “God	  opposes	  the	  
proud,	  but	  gives	  grace	  to	  the	  humble.”	  	  
	  
Philippians	  2:3	  -‐	  Do	  nothing	  from	  rivalry	  or	  conceit,	  but	  in	  humility	  
count	  others	  more	  significant	  than	  yourselves.	  	  
	  
1	  Corinthians	  13:4	  -‐	  Love	  is	  patient	  and	  kind;	  love	  does	  not	  envy	  or	  
boast;	  it	  is	  not	  arrogant	  
	  	  
2	  Corinthians	  10:12	  -‐	  Not	  that	  we	  dare	  to	  classify	  or	  compare	  ourselves	  
with	  some	  of	  those	  who	  are	  commending	  themselves.	  But	  when	  they	  
measure	  themselves	  by	  one	  another	  and	  compare	  themselves	  with	  one	  
another,	  they	  are	  without	  understanding.	  	  
	  
Read	  2Timothy	  3.	  
	  


