rem vereign

A.W. Pink (1 April 1886 — 15 July 1952) writes --

In one of his letters to Erasmus, Luther said, "Your thoughts of God are too
human." Probably that renowned scholar resented such a rebuke, the more so, since
it proceeded from a miner’s son; nevertheless, it was thoroughly deserved. We too,
though having no standing among the religious leaders of this degenerate age,
prefer the same charge against the majority of the preachers of our day, and against
those who, instead of searching the Scriptures for themselves, lazily accept the
teaching of others. The most dishonoring and degrading conceptions of the rule
and reign of the Almighty are now held almost everywhere. To countless
thousands, even among those professing to be Christians, the God of the Scriptures
is quite unknown.

Of old, God complained to an apostate Israel, Thou thoughtest that I was altogether
as thyself. (Ps. 50:21). Such must now be His indictment against an apostate
Christendom. Men imagine that the Most High is moved by sentiment, rather than
actuated by principle. They suppose that His omnipotency is such an idle fiction
that Satan is thwarting His designs on every side. They think that if He has formed
any plan or purpose at all, then it must be like theirs, constantly subject to change.
They openly declare that whatever power He possesses must be restricted, lest He
invade the citadel of man’s "free will" and reduce him to a "machine." They lower
the all efficacious Atonement, which has actually redeemed everyone for whom it
was made, to a mere "remedy," which sin-sick souls may use if they feel disposed
to; and they enervate the invincible work of the Holy Spirit to an "offer" of the
Gospel which sinners may accept or reject as they please.

The "god" of this twentieth century no more resembles the Supreme Sovereign of
Holy Writ than does the dim flickering of a candle the glory of the midday sun.

The supremacy of the true and living God is demonstrated in the infinite
distance that separates the mightiest creatures from the almighty Creator.

He is the Potter —

Jeremiah 18:1-6 -- The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD saying,
“Arise and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will announce My words to



you.” Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something
on the wheel. But the vessel that he was making of clay was spoiled in the hand of
the potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make.
Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Can I not, O house of Israel, deal
with you as this potter does?”” declares the LORD. “Behold, like the clay in the
potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.

Psa. 2:7-9 -- I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

Romans 9:19-24 -- You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who
resists His will?”” On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God?
The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you make me like this,”
will it? Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same
lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common use? What if God,
although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured
with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? And He did so to
make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared
beforehand for glory, even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only,
but also from among Gentiles.

Psa. 2:1-4 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and
against his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their
cords from us.” He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.

1Chr. 29:10-13 -- Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the
assembly. And David said: “Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our
father, forever and ever. Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the
glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth
is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.
Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are
power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.
And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name.

2Chr. 20:5-9 And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the
house of the LORD, before the new court, and said, “O LORD, God of our fathers,



are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. In your
hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand you. Did you not, our
God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel, and give it
forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? And they have lived in it and
have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, ‘If disaster comes upon
us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house
and before you — for your name is in this house — and cry out to you in our
affliction, and you will hear and save.’

Job 23:13-16 -- But he is unchangeable, and who can turn him back? What he
desires, that he does. For he will complete what he appoints for me, and many such
things are in his mind. Therefore I am terrified at his presence; when I consider, I
am in dread of him. God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me;

"But our God is in the heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased" (Psa.
115.3);

God’s supremacy over the works of His hands is vividly depicted in
Scripture. Inanimate matter, irrational creatures, all perform their Maker’s
bidding:

* The Red Sea divided and its waters stood up (Ex. 14)

* The earth opened her mouth, and guilty rebels went down alive into
the pit (Num. 14).

the sun stood still (Josh. 10);

the sun went backward ten degrees on the dial of Ahaz (Isa. 38:8).
ravens carried food to Elijah (1 Kings 17)

an iron axe head floated on top of the waters (2 Kings 6:5)

lions became tame when Daniel was cast into their den

fire did not burn the three Hebrews in the furnace

He clothes the grass

A sparrow cannot fall from the sky without Him

He determines the casting of lots

"Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth, in the
seas, and all deep places" (Psa. 135:6).

"The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: He
turneth it whithersoever He will" (Prov. 21:1).



The absolute and universal supremacy of God is affirmed with equal
plainness and positiveness in the New Testament.

Ephesians 1

Romans 11:36 - "For of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things: to
whom be glory forever. Amen"

James 4:13-15 -- Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go
into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a
profit”"— yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life?
For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead
you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is,
you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. So whoever knows
the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.

A.W. Pink again —

Here then is a sure resting-place for the heart. Our lives are neither the product of
blind fate nor the result of capricious chance, but every detail of them was ordained
from all eternity. and is now ordered by the living and reigning God. Not a hair of
our heads can be touched without His permission. "A man’s heart deviseth his way:
but the Lord directeth his steps" (Prov. 16:9). What assurance, what strength, what
comfort should this give the real Christian! "My times are in Thy hand" (Ps.
31:15).

"My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure" (Isa. 46:10);

"He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and the inhabitants of the
earth: and none can stay His hand" (Dan. 4:35).

directing all things, working all things "after the counsel of His own will" (Eph.
1:11).

"But our God is in the heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased" (Ps.
115:3).

Rightly did the late Mr. Spurgeon say in his sermon on Matthew 20:15:



There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s
Sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they
believe that Sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that Sovereignty overrules
them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all. There is nothing for which the
children ought more earnestly to contend than the doctrine of their Master over all
creation—the Kingship of God over all the works of His own hands—the Throne
of God and His right to sit upon that Throne. On the other hand, there is no
doctrine more hated by worldings, no truth of which they have made such a
football, as the great, stupendous, but yet most certain doctrine of the Sovereignty
of the infinite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be everywhere except on His
throne. They will allow Him to be in His workshop to fashion worlds and make
stars. They will allow Him to be in His almonry to dispense His alms and bestow
His bounties. They will allow Him to sustain the earth and bear up the pillars
thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the waves of the ever-moving ocean;
but when God ascends His throne, His creatures then gnash their teeth, and we
proclaim an enthroned God, and His right to do as He wills with His own, to
dispose of His creatures as He thinks well, without consulting them in the matter;
then it 1s that we are hissed and execrated, and then it is that men turn a deaf ear to
us, for God on His throne is not the God they love. But it is God upon the throne
that we love to preach. It is God upon His throne whom we trust.

"Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and
all deep places" (Ps. 135:6). Yes, dear reader, such is the imperial Potentate
revealed in Holy Writ. Unrivalled in majesty, unlimited in power, unaffected by
anything outside Himself. But we are living in a day when even the most
"orthodox" seem afraid to admit the proper Godhood of God. They say that to
press excludes human responsibility; whereas human responsibility is based upon
Divine sovereignty, and is the product of it.



