Resurrection Sunday 2017

Matt. 26:29 -- But [ say to you, [ will not drink of this fruit of the vine
from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s
kingdom.”

The kingdom concept begins with the Abrahamic Covenant.

Genesis 12:1-3 - Now the Lord said to Abram,
“Go forth from your country,

And from your relatives

And from your father’s house,

To the land which I will show you;

2 And I will make you a great nation,

And I will bless you,

And make your name great;

And so you shall be a blessing;

3 And I will bless those who bless you,

And the one who [c]curses you I will curse.
And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

Gen.15:5-21 -- And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the
heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said
to him, “So shall your descendants be.” Then he believed in the Lord;
and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.

7 And He said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.” 8 He said, “O

Lord God, how may I know that I will possess it?” 9 So He said to him,
“Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a
three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 Then

he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each half
opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds.11 The birds of prey
came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away.

12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram;
and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. 13 God said to



Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a
land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four
hundred years. 14 But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve,
and afterward they will come out with many possessions. 15 As for
you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good
old age. 16 Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the
iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.”

17 It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and
behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch

which passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this
land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river
Euphrates: 19 the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite 20 and
the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Rephaim 21 and the Amorite and
the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite.”

Genesis 17:1-8 -- Now when Abram was ninety-nine years

old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him,

“I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless.

2 “I will establish My covenant between Me and you, And I will multiply
you exceedingly.”

3 Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying,

4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, And you will be the
father of a multitude of nations.

5 “No longer shall your name be called Abram, But your name shall

be Abraham; For [ have made you the father of a multitude of nations.
6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you,
and kings will come forth from you. 7 I will establish My covenant
between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to

your descendants after you. 8 I will give to you and to your descendants
after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”

Genesis18:17-19 -- The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I
am about to do, 18 since Abraham will surely become a great



and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be
blessed? 19 For I have chosen him, so that he may command his
children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by
doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring upon
Abraham what He has spoken about him.”

Gen. 22:15-18 -- Then the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second
time from heaven, 16 and said, “By Myself [ have sworn, declares

the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your
son, your only son, 17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will

greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand
which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their
enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice.”

The Abrahamic Covenant was passed down to Isaac (in Isaac thy seed
shall be called - not the older, Ishmael - Gen 21:12 -- But God said to
Abraham, "Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid;
whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your
descendants shall be named.)

Genesis 26:1-5 -- Now there was a famine in the land, besides the
previous famine that had occurred in the days of Abraham. So Isaac
went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2 The Lord appeared
to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I
shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you,
for to you and to your descendants I will give all these lands, and I will
establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will
multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give

your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed;5 because Abraham obeyed Me and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My laws.”

The promise was passed to Jacob (and not Esau)



Gen. 28:12-15 - He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the
earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God
were ascending and descending on it.13 And

behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of your
father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, [ will
give it to you an to your descendants. 14 Your descendants will also be
like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the
east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in

your descendants shall all the families of the earth be

blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go,
and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until | have
done what [ have promised you.”

Jacob had 12 sons who became the progenitors of the 12 tribes of
national Israel. Through Joseph, just as God told Abraham, the family
wound up in Egypt. After a pharaoh arose who did not remember
Joseph, the large and growing offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
were placed in bondage and they served 400 years.

The assignment of Moses was to bring the Israelites out of Egypt and
back into the land of Canaan. After 40 years in the wilderness, Joshua
completed the task.

Joshua 21:43-45 -- So the Lord gave Israel all the land which He had
sworn to give to their fathers, and they possessed it and lived in

it. 44 And the Lord gave them rest on every side, according to all that He
had sworn to their fathers, and no one of all their enemies stood before
them; the Lord gave all their enemies into their hand. 45 Not one of the
good promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all
came to pass.

versus Hebrews 4:7-8 -- He again fixes a certain day, “Today,”
saying [a]through David after so long a time just as has been said
before,“Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.”
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of
another day after that.




The David Covenant

After being ruled by a succession of judges, Israel wanted a king. God
gave them Saul. But Saul was a faithless king.

1Sam. 13:13-14 -- Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted foolishly; you
have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He
commanded you, for now the Lord would have established your
kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not
endure. The Lord has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart,
and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you
have not kept what the Lord commanded you.”

The “man after my (God’s) own heart,” was King David.

Acts 13:22 -- After He had removed him, He raised up David to be their
king, concerning whom He also testified and said, ‘I have found
David the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My will.’

The Davidic Covenant

2Samuel 7:4-17 -- But in the same night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord,
“Are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? 6 For [ have
not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from
Egypt, even to this day; but I have been moving about in a tent, even in
a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have gone with all the sons of Israel, did |
speak a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I commanded to
shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me a house
of cedar?””

8 “Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, “Thus says
the Lord of hosts, “I took you from the pasture, from following the
sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel. 9 [ have been with you
wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before
you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the great men
who are on the earth. 10 [ will also appoint a place for My people Israel
and will plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be
disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as



formerly, 11 even from the day that | commanded judges to be over My
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies.

The Lord also declares to you that the Lord will make a house for

you. 12 When your days are complete and you lie down with your
fathers, [ will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth
from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for
My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will
be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity,
[ will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of
men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as |

took it away from Saul, whom [ removed from before you. 16 Your
house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne
shall be established forever.”” 17 In accordance with all these words
and all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.

David was the only faithful king of Israel to rule over the united 12
tribes.

During the reign of Solomon, due to his love for foreign women and
their gods, (1Kings 11) God separated the northern 10. Solomon had a
servant named Jeroboam.

1 Kings 11:29-39 -- It came about at that time, when Jeroboam went
out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him on the
road. Now Ahijah had clothed himself with a new cloak; and both of
them were alone in the field. 30 Then Ahijah took hold of the new cloak
which was on him and tore it into twelve pieces. 31 He said to Jeroboam,
“Take for yourself ten pieces; for thus says the Lord, the God of Israel,
‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you
ten tribes 32 (but he will have one tribe, for the sake of My servant
David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from
all the tribes of Israel),33 because they have forsaken Me, and have
worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of
Moab, and Milcom the god of the sons of Ammon; and they have not
walked in My ways, doing what is right in My sight and observing My
statutes and My ordinances, as his father David did. 34 Nevertheless |
will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will make

him ruler all the days of his life, for the sake of My servant David whom I



chose, who observed My commandments and My statutes; 35 but [ will
take the kingdom from his son’s hand and give it to you, even ten

tribes. 36 But to his son [ will give one tribe, that My servant David may
have a lamp always before Me in Jerusalem, the city where [ have
chosen for Myself to put My name. 37 [ will take you, and you shall reign
over whatever you desire, and you shall be king over Israel. 38 Then it
will be, that if you listen to all that I command you and walk in My ways,
and do what is right in My sight by observing My statutes and My
commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you

and build you an enduring house as I built for David, and I will give
Israel to you. 39 Thus I will afflict the descendants of David for this, but
not always.”

Israel was split between the northern and the southern kingdom.

The southern kingdom (Judah, Benjamin, and the Levites of the temple)
became known as “the house of Judah.” Sometimes, they were
collectively called “Jerusalem.”

The northern kingdom became known as “the house of Israel” or “the
house of Ephraim” or “Mount Ephraim.” And sometimes “Samaria.”

Invasions and deportations

Assyrians / Babylonians / Medo-Persians / Greeks / Romans

BUT - despite this situation, the prophets of Israel speak with a unified
voice. To a man, they all predict a time when God will reunite the 12
tribes, both houses, ruled by David’s greater son.

Isaiah 9:6-7 -- For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;
And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince

of Peace. 7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of
peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom,

To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness

From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
accomplish this.



Ezekiel 37: 1-14 -- The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought
me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of

the valley; and it was full of bones. 2 He caused me to pass among them
round about, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the
valley; and lo, they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Son of man, can
these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, You know.” 4 Again He
said to me, “Prophesy over these bones and say to them, ‘O dry

bones, hear the word of the Lord.” 5 Thus says the Lord God to these
bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath to enter you that you may come to
life. 6 I will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you
with skin and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you

will know that [ am the Lord.”

7 So | prophesied as [ was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a
noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, sinews were on them, and flesh grew
and skin covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then He said
to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the
breath, “Thus says the Lord God, “Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe on these slain, that they come to life.”””10 So I prophesied
as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they came to
life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

11 Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has
perished. We are completely cut off.” 12 Therefore prophesy and say to
them, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I will open your graves

and cause you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will bring
you into the land of Israel. 13 Then you will know that I am the Lord,
when [ have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your
graves, My people. 14 [ will put My Spirit within you and you will come
to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I,
the Lord, have spoken and done it,” declares the Lord.”

Ezekiel 37: 15-28 -- The word of the Lord came again to me

saying, 16 “And you, son of man, take for yourself one stick and write on
it, ‘For Judah and for the sons of Israel, his companions’; then take
another stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim and all
the house of Israel, his companions.” 17 Then join them for yourself one
to another into one stick, that they may become one in your

hand. 18 When the sons of your people speak to you saying, ‘Will you



not declare to us what you mean by these?’ 19 say to them, ‘Thus says
the Lord God, “Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the
hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his companions; and I will put
them with it, with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they
will be one in My hand.” 20 The sticks on which you write will be in
your hand before their eyes. 21 Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God,
“Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where
they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them
into their own land; 22 and I will make them one nation in the land, on
the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all of them; and
they will no longer be two nations and no longer be divided into two
kingdoms. 23 They will no longer defile themselves with their idols, or
with their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions; but I
will deliver them from all their [a]dwelling places in which they have
sinned, and will cleanse them. And they will be My people, and I will be
their God.

24 “My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one
shepherd; and they will walk in My ordinances and keep My statutes
and observe them.25 They will live on the land that I gave to Jacob My
servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and
their sons and their sons’ sons, forever; and David My servant will be
their prince forever. 26 1 will make a covenant of peace with them; it
will be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will place them

and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in their midst

forever. 27 My dwelling place also will be with them; and [ will be their
God, and they will be My people. 28 And the nations will know that [ am
the Lord who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst
forever.””

The Prophet Daniel

Daniel’s succession of kingdoms, culminating in the return of Christ.

Daniel 2: 36-45 -- “This was the dream; now we will tell its
interpretation before the king. 37 You, O king, are the king of kings, to
whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength
and the glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of



the field, or the birds of the sky, He has given them into your hand and
has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold.

39 After you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then
another third kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth.

40 Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as
iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it
will crush and break all these in pieces. 41 In that you saw the feet and
toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided
kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch as you
saw the iron mixed with common clay. 42 As the toes of the

feet were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom
will be strong and part of it will be brittle. 43 And in that you saw the
iron mixed with [c]Jcommon clay, they will combine with one another in
the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, even as iron
does not combine with pottery.

44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for
another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it
will itself endure forever.45 Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron, the
bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God has made known
to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is true and its
interpretation is trustworthy.”

This is a succession of provably earthly, physical kingdoms, all located
in the Middle East, and all having a direct effect on national Israel.

Promises of Restoration

Micah 4:8 -- “As for you, tower of the flock, Hill of the daughter of Zion,
To you it will come — Even the former dominion will come,
The kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.

Psalm 2 -- Why are the nations in an uproar



And the peoples devising a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth take their stand

And the rulers take counsel together

Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying,

3 “Let us tear their fetters apart

And cast away their cords from us!”

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs,

The Lord scoffs at them.

5 Then He will speak to them in His anger

And terrify them in His fury, saying,

6 “But as for Me, | have installed My King

Upon Zion, My holy mountain.”

7 “I will surely tell of the decree of the Lord:

He said to Me, ‘You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You.

8 ‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance,
And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.

9 ‘You shall break them with a rod of iron,

You shall shatter them like earthenware.”

10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment;

Take warning, O judges of the earth.

11 Worship the Lord with reverence

And rejoice with trembling.

12 Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you
perish in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled.
How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!

Zephaniah 3:11-13 -- “In that day you will feel no shame
Because of all your deeds

By which you have rebelled against Me;

For then [ will remove from your midst

Your proud, exulting ones,

And you will never again be haughty

On My holy mountain.

12 “But I will leave among you

A humble and lowly people,

And they will take refuge in the name of the Lord.
13 “The remnant of Israel will do no wrong



And tell no lies,

Nor will a deceitful tongue

Be found in their mouths;

For they will feed and lie down
With no one to make them tremble.”

Zechariah 12:10 -- “I will pour out on the house of David and on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that
they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for
Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over
Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.

Zechariah 14:16-19 -- Then it will come about that any who are left of
all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year
to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of
Booths. 17 And it will be that whichever of the families of the earth does
not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, there will
be no rain on them. 18 If the family of Egypt does not go up or enter,
then no rain will fall on them; it will be the plague with which

the Lord smites the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of
Booths. 19 This will be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of
all the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths.

Jesus

Luke 1:26 -33 -- Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the
virgin’s name was Mary. And coming in, he said to her, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was very perplexed at
this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was. The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of



the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His
kingdom will have no end.”

This language, spoken by Gabriel, is identical to the OT predications
concerning the Messiah’s purpose - to establish the kingdom and reign
over Israel specifically.

Against this background, it’s not surprising that when Jesus walked on
the planet, the Jews attempted to make Him king. He was Messiah. And
they wanted Him to establish the prophetic visions.

Mark 11:9-10 -- Those who went in front and those who followed were
shouting: “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord;
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David;

Hosanna in the highest!”

In His Model Prayer (Lord’s Prayer), He included the petition, “Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.”

Matt. 6:31-33 -- ...seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness;
and all these things shall be added to you.”

How would Jesus’ original audience have understood those words?
Given their Jewish heritage and promises, would have they been
thinking about a physical kingdom, or a spiritual one?

Mark 15:43 -- Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the
Council, who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God; and he
gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body
of Jesus.

Was Joseph merely waiting to die? Or did He understand the kingdom
of God to be a future, earthly, coming event?

The Gospel of the Kingdom




Matt. 4:23 -- And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.

Matt. 9:35 -- And Jesus was going about all the cities and the villages,

teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.

Kingdom of Heaven Vs. Kingdom of God

Matt. 19:23-24 -- And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, it is
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I say to
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

Jesus described the kingdom as future and physical (eating).

Luke 22:28-30 -- “You are those who have stood by Me in My trials;
and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, [ grant you 30 that you
may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

The thief on the cross expected the kingdom to come.

Luke 23:42 - And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come
in Your kingdom!”



Revelation 21:10-14 -- And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great
and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her brilliance
was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. It had a
great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels;
and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve
tribes of the sons of Israel. There were three gates on the east and three
gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the
west. And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them
were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

The word “kingdom” appears 125 times in the synoptic gospels.
The Acts of the Apostles

Acts 1:3 -- To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering,
by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty
days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.

Acts 1:6-8 -- So when they had come together, they were asking Him,
saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the
Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth.”

More References to the Kingdom of God

In the book of Acts there are five different references to the disciples of
Jesus preaching “the kingdom of God.”

Paul mentions the kingdom of God five times to the Corinthians.
Once to the Romans and Galatians.

“Kingdom of Christ and God” to the Ephesians.

Once to the Colossians, as well as “the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col.
1:13).



“His kingdom and glory” in 1Thes. 2:12. And kingdom of God once.
It appears that Paul expected the kingdom to appear future to him --

Acts 14:19-22 -- But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having
won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city,
supposing him to be dead. But while the disciples stood around him, he
got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with Barnabas
to Derbe. After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made
many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,
strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue
in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the
kingdom of God.”

2Tim. 4:1 -- [ solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and
His kingdom:

1Cor. 15:22-24 -- For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be
made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that
those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He
hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished
all rule and all authority and power.,

Heb. 12:28 -- Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be
shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an
acceptable service with reverence and awe;,

James 2:5 -- Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor
of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He
promised to those who love Him?

What does this all have to do with communion? The eschatological
promise from Jesus' own lips --



Matt. 26:29 -- But I say to you, [ will not drink of this fruit of the vine
from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s
kingdom.”
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